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would not be prejudicial to the Company's interests.
The action taken by the Secret Committee on receipt of
Watson's letter was afterwards described by Clive in the
following terms: "Mr. Becher gave his opinion for a
neutrality, Major Kilpatrfck for a neutrality, Olive him-
self gave his opinion for the attack of the place, Mr, Drake
gave an opinion that nobody could make anything of.
Major Kilpatrick then asked him whether he thought
the forces and squadron could attack Chandernagore and
the Nawab's army at the same time1? He said he thought
they could; upon which Major Kilpatrick desired to
withdraw his opinion and to be of his. They voted Mr.
Drake's no opinion at all, and Major Kilpatrick and he
being the majority, a letter was written to Admiral
Watson desiring him to co-operate in an attack on
Chandernagore."
Olive and Watson did not wish to commence opera-
tions without the consent of the Nawab. When Mr.
Watts was sent to Moorshedabad, he was instructed to
obtain permission to attack Chandernagore, and negotia-
tions ensued, not unlike those between the French and
Anwar-ud-din which preceded the capture of Madras in
1746. He was at first unsuccessful. Surajah Dowlah
was sending money and troops to the governor, and
urging De Bussy to come to his assistance ; and he met
the English request to attack by a distinct refusal. " It
has never been known," he wrote, "since the days of
Timour, that the Europeans made war upon one another
within the King's dominions. If you are determined to
besiege the French factories, I shall be necessitated in
honour and duty to my King to assist them with my
troops." Early in March, however, he heard that